SPEECH PATTERNS 
EXERCISES
Exercise 1. Complete the following sentences:

1. Steve is awfully stubborn. Mother can't do ... . He won't ... . 2. Mary is as obstinate as a mule. I ... . 3. Where did you find this brute of a dog? I ... . 4. I wasted no time. I listened and I did ... . 5. Where did you go for your holidays? Did you do any ... ? 6. Even the police were afraid of him. He was no ... . 7. You seem to forget that we deal with no ... . 8. There is something fishy about the whole thing. This is no ... . 9. I'd never have believed that Jack would prove .... 10. The young actress had no premonition that the performance ... . 11. They had to leave India before the year was over. The climate .... 12. Why do you mind his coming so much? — I just.... 13. Don't be angry with me. I just... .14. He is not to blame. He just ... . 15. You know how much I look forward to your letters. Try and .... 16. It is a very difficult sound. Try and ... . 17. The task is urgent. Try and ... . 18. I'd like to suit your convenience. Let's make it ... . 19. It's a go then. Let's ... . 20. Could you spare the time to come twice a week? — Sure. — Good. Let's ... .
Exercise 2. Paraphrase the following sentences as in the models. 
M о d e 1: I think you ought to explain it.

I think it's up to you to do the explaining.

1. One afternoon Beatrice asked me if I rode and I explained that I had a little experience in riding but was far from proficient in the art. 2. Mrs. Kettle is not the kind of woman to wash her clothes herself. 3. Her eyes were red and swollen, it was clear that Mary had been crying. 4. I used to go fishing in my younger days. 5. He talked himself all the time, and they thought he was stupid. 6. I've been thinking about it a good deal.

M о d e 1: I am out of patience with him because he does not want to do his lessons.

I can't do a thing with him. He won't do his lessons.

1. I am at my wits' end, Paul refuses to go to school. 2. Like a naughty child Nelly refuses to listen to me and put on her winter coat. 3. Her mother despaired of persuading Mary to take up mu​sic. 4. No matter how hard I try I can't compel him to tell the truth. 5. Unfortunately I can't make her eat porridge in the morning.

M о d e 1: We had no premonition that the trip would bring only disappointment.

We had no premonition that the trip would prove so dis​appointing.

1. I had not expected that the film might be so thrilling. 2. I'd never have believed that Jacob would turn out to be a hero. 3. Be​fore the month was over Nick showed that he was a bright pupil. 4. I won't be surprised if Morris gives evidence of being an excel​lent scholar. 5. We abandoned the attempt as it became clear that the experiment was dangerous.

M о d e 1: He showed very little skill. He showed no great skill.

1. I have very little respect for her. 2. This was an extraordinary case. 3. It was by no means a mere slip of the tongue. 4. He ex​pressed his opinion in terms anything but uncertain. 5. Rebecca's dress excited admiration which was not at all small. 6. Hilary was a scholar of great ability (whose ability was not mean).
